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APPLICATION FOR ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE LISTING

LYMINGTON BUS STATION. HIGH $TREFI'. LYMINGTON. HAMPSHIRE. 5041 3RI

APPENDIX A

REASONS MAIN USE IN RECENT PAST OF THE ASSET FURTHERS THE SOCIAL WELLBEING OR

CULTURAL. RECREATIONAL OR SPORTING INTERESTS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

The Lymington Bus Station has until recently been the hub of public bus services serving the town of
Lymington.

The Lymlngton Bus Station provided in a single location, covered and sheltered waiting facilities,
toilet facilities and all information required to enable bus users to access their correct services.

The Lymington Bus Station removed the need for buses to take up scarce parking space within the
High Street and Gosport Street.

The Lymlngton Bus Station reduced the possibility of passengers interfering In the privacy of private
residences by looking through windows by keeping stationary buses offthe main thoroughfare.

The Lymington Bus Station reduced the disruption to trading premises by preventing shop fronts
being obscured and the gathering of bus users on narrow pavements.

The Lymington Bus Station is centrally placed, close to the shops and other businesses with flat,
paved surfaces.

It has been shown that no other suitable terminus location is available of adequate size in Lymington

for buses to operate without disruption to other users of the town of Lymington or to provide the
expected services or convenience to a reasonable standard. Placing of bus stops in Gosport Street
has caused difficulty to less able-bodied users of buses who are unable to climb up the steep hill in

the High Street.

The Lymington Bus Station was used continuously as a bus terminus and customer information base
for many years until being closed in May 2015. The closure was blamed on a reduction in bus

subsidies being paid to the bus operating company.



APPLICATION FOR ASSET OF COMMUNITV VALUE LISTING

LYMINGTON BUS STATION, HIGH STREET, LYMINGTON, HAMPSHIRE, 5041 3RJ

APPENDIX B

HOW THE ASSET WOULD RETURN TO FURTHERING THE SOCIAL WELLBEING OF THE LOCAL

COMMUNITY

It is understood the current operators of Lymington Bus Station consider the use of the bus station
to be uneconomic due to a reduction in subsidies from localauthorities. The decision is understood
to be financial rather than an operational in nature as buses are still parked in the premises when
out of service.

The current operators are a limited company who choose to pay substantial dividends to
shareholders from not inconsiderable profits. Go South Coast Limited, the subsidiary company of
Go -Ahead Group PLC and operator of bus services utilising Lymington bus Station generated profits
of £8.74 million in the yearto 27 lune 2015 and paid dividends of £10.2 million to it's shareholders.
The distribution of profit diverts money which may otherwise be used for providing the service

required by bus users or maintaining the good repair of the bus station.

Some other local authorities provide bus senlices through not for profit organisations where all

subsidies are applied in providing the required sen/ices of bus users.

The Lymington Bus Station is physically able to be returned to proper use as no alteration has yet
been made to the layout ofthe premises.

A different bus operating company could in theory rent the Lymington Bus Station from the current
owners or purchase it ifthe current owners consider it surplus to requirements.

The forthcoming Buses Bill is expected to revolutionise the way bus transport is financed and
managed. lt is expected to reverse the trend of bus cuts by introducing franchise operations thus
restricting the loss of revenue currently being diverted from service provision to remunerate passive
shareholders.

The Buses Bill, when passed as law, is expected to replace the current practice of bus companies
choosing services they wish to operate purely for profit motives. A package of bus services required
by the bus users would take precedence and reduction in subsidies should no longer be acceptable
as a reason for operators to curtail services. A franchise package would be expected to contract
operators to include all required routes.

The Buses Bill when first introduced as forthcoming legislation, referred solely to Combined
Authorities. All publications and speeches made on 11 February 2016 on the subject ofthe Buses

Bill refer to Local Councils and Local Authorities. This is interpreted to mean a move towards all local
authorities having the opportunity to decide which bus services they wish to run after consultations
and discussions with bus service users.
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APPENDIX C

WHEN THE ASSET COULD REALISTICALLY RETURN TO FURTHERING THE SOCIAL WELLBEING OF THE

LOCAL COMMUNITY

The Lymington Bus Station could in theory return to the original use in a short period of time of two

to three months if the bus senlices were taken over by a new operator. Negotiations would be in

the interests of all parties with a short time scale to ensure service continuity. An operator must
give 56 days notice to cancel a service and similarly a new operator must give 56 days notice to
commence a service. These arrangements would, however, most likely have to adhere to the

current tendering process with Hampshire County Council.

It is possible that the local community may be in a position to purchase the Lymington Bus Station

from the current owners as there is a large groundswell of bus users and local businesses who wish
the bus station to be used for the proper and intended purpose.

It is also possible that the Friends of Lymington Bus Station, when fully operational, could contribute
physical assistance towards the upkeep of sen/ices such as information provision, small scale
catering facilities and ensuring the toilet facilities are kept open during operational hours.

Much greater impact is expected to be made by the forthcoming Buses Bill which is reportedly
expected within a few months according to the most recent Queens Speech.

The legislation is expected to be in place no later than early 2017 and the details of the legislation
are showing to radically change the way bus sewices are financed and managed. The intention to
increase bus services under the forthcoming legislation should lead to an immediate need to
relocate services within the Lymington Bus Station.

In conclusion, the Lymlngton Bus Station COULD return to use as an Asset of Community Value
within a few months and is realistically EXPECTED to return to use as an Asset of Community Value
within a period of less than 12 months.
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